
 
  

Oathall Veterinary Group 
 

30 Oathall Road 
Haywards Heath 

West Sussex 
RH16 3EQ 

 
Phone (01444) 440224 

 
24 Hour emergency service 

provided on site 
7 days a week. Please always 

phone us first. 
 

www.oathall-vets.co.uk 
 

Opening Hours: 
Monday- 8am – 7pm  
Tuesday- 8am – 7pm 

Wednesday-8am – 7pm 
Thursday- 8am -7pm 
Friday- 8am – 7pm 

Saturday- 9am -1pm 
 
 

We also offer evening 
appointments 

Mon-Weds and Fri 
7pm and 8pm 

& Sat Afternoon 
2-3pm 

 

 

 

HEDGEHOGS  
 

We are now into the autumn part 
of the year it has to be said! The 
nights are certainly chillier and 
it’s the heads-up Hedgehogs use 
as indicator hibernation is 
approaching. They should 
hibernate from November to Jan. 
 
The true miracle of hibernations 
causes physiological changes 
which almost transform the 
warm-blooded hedgehog into a 
cold- blooded one for the coldest 
two or three months of the year.  
 
In hibernation a hedgehog can 
appear dead as its metabolism 
reaches a stand still.  
Its ears, feet and skin all feel cold 
but if you touch the spines they 
should stand up and it will tuck 
its head in which is an 
unconscious reflex.  
 
Many Hedgehogs don’t make it 
through hibernation so if you 
come across one then try this 
reflex test to see if the hedgehog 
is hibernating or has died.  
Hedgehogs like to nest in 
bonfires so turn over dry leaves, 
newspapers,  
twigs before setting them alight. 
 
Compost heaps are also ideal so 
break them down and wait – the 
hedgehog will move of its own 
accord. 
 

 

URBAN FOXES 

As the evenings draw in again, 
take care not to leave your 

bunnies, guinea pigs, or even 
chickens outside for too long.  

This time of year, the young 
foxes leave their mothers and 

start looking for their own mate.  

 

In urban areas, foxes are getting 
braver, so do take care if you are 

leaving your pets outside 
unattended! 

 

V.I.P 

(VERY IMPORTANT VACCINES) 

Whilst the summer months are 
behind us, we are aware that 
many pet owners enjoy a bit of 
late sun abroad, leaving their 
pets under the care of kennels, 
catteries or such like.   

We at Oathall, would just like to 
remind you all to please ensure 
your pets receive their annual 
jabs and are fully vaccinated, If 
they are going to board this 
autumn, to prevent the spread 
of nasty, and easily transmitted 
diseases such as kennel cough 
and parvo virus (in dogs), as 
well as cat flu and enteritis in 
cats, and myxomatosis and 
VHD in rabbits; all of which can 
prove fatal.   

 

http://www.oathall-vets.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOULD I NEUTER MY PET? 

 

One of the many decisions facing pet owners is that 

of neutering.  

An unneutered female dog comes into season 

roughly twice a year. During this time she will 

become receptive to advances from unneutered 

males. Both sexes are prone to roam in an effort to 

mate, with the associated risks of getting lost, 

involved in fights or worse still road traffic 

accidents. 

Cats are very efficient reproducers during the 

breeding season; some unneutered females will 

come into season every 2-3 weeks and will 

endlessly try and escape and mate with local 

unneutered males. Unneutered tom cats will 

frequently mark their territory by urine spraying and 

will often be involved in fights. Fighting and sexual 

contact also risks contraction of fatal viruses. 

In females, spaying involves the removal of the 

uterus and ovaries under general anaesthetic.  

As well as eliminating seasons and unplanned 

pregnancies, spaying also removes the possibility 

of life-threatening uterine infections (pyometras) 

and reduces the risk of developing mammary 

tumours later in life. 

In male cats and dogs, neutering involves removal 

of both the testes under general anaesthetic. 

Neutering makes your pet less likely to stray and in 

dogs can help to control excessive sexual drive 

with certain types of behavioural problems. 

Neutered male cats are far less likely to urine spray 

and fight (reducing the risk of acquiring fatal 

viruses). 

Neutering is also important in rabbits that can 

reproduce extremely quickly. On average 80% of 

unneutered female rabbits will develop uterine 

cancer by 5 years of age. 

For more information or to book an operation 

please ask at reception. 

 

 

 

AUTUMN AWARENES 

FLEAS are an ever-present problem; don’t let your guard 

down against these little pests. 

 

HARVEST MITES This is purely a seasonal problem! The 

larvae of harvest mites often cause seasonal skin 

problems, particularly during late summer and autumn.  

The six-legged mite larva feeds on tissue fluid and may 

cause considerable itchy skin and discomfort to dogs, 

cats and Rabbits. They can also affect humans. 

The small orange/yellow larvae are widely distributed in 

the UK.  Heavy infestations can be localised so that one 

garden may have abundant amounts and yet be absent 

from others in the same area. They can be found in parks 

and town gardens too so it is not just a countryside 

problem.  They congregate in large groups on small 

clods of earth, long grass, matted vegetation and even on 

low bushes and plants.  

On animals they are most likely to be seen as small 

clusters of orange dots on the ears, anal area and 

between toes. Please call us if you discover any on your 

pet. 

 

TICKS are another autumn hazard, living in long grass 

and woodland areas. They attach themselves firmly to 

our pets and feed on their blood. They can also spread a 

range of diseases including Lymes disease and 

Babesiosis. 

 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN ORDER REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS VIA OUR WEBSITE?  

www.oathall-vets.co.uk  

THERE IS ALSO A SYMPTOM CHECKER, NUMEROUS FACT SHEETS AND INFORMATION ABOUT LASER 

THERAPY AND OPERATIONS. 

PEOPLE RECEIVING TEXT REMINDERS FOR PARASITE PREVENTION CAN ALSO USE THE LINK ON THE TEXT 

TO ORDER PRESCRIPTIONS MAKING IT EASIER FOR YOU AND CAN BE USED EVEN OUTSIDE OPENING 

HOURS. 

ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE SERVICE WE HAVE PROVIDED OR THE TREATMENT GIVEN TO YOUR PET? 

IF SO, WE WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD CONSIDER LEAVING A REVIEW ON OUR WEBSITE. REVIEWS ARE 

VERY HELPFUL WHEN PEOPLE ARE DECIDING WHICH PRACTICE TO USE. 

 

http://www.oathall-vets.co.uk/


 

  

OUT AND ABOUT IN AUTUMN 

1. Mushrooms and Toadstools:  Some mushrooms 
are highly toxic to dogs but even fungi experts 
(mycologists) find it difficult to tell between them. 
The best bet is to ensure you keep all of them well 
out of your dog’s reach. 

 

2. Fallen leaves  Piles of leaves can develop 
bacteria and mould.  If your dog ingests these it 
can lead to gastrointestinal upsets. 

 

3. Oaks and acorns  Exposure to acorns in dogs is 
common in the autumn and winter.  The toxic 
ingredient is thought to be tannic acid, which can 
cause damage to the liver and kidneys. Signs 
include vomiting, diarrhoea, abdominal pain and 
lethargy.  Ingested acorns can also cause 
intestinal blockages. 

 

4. Conkers  While serious cases of poisoning are 
rare, ingestion can cause marked gastro-intestinal 
signs such as drooling, retching, vomiting, 
diarrhoea and abdominal pain. The conker’s case 
and conkers themselves can also cause intestinal 
blockages. Dogs usually vomit any ingested 
conkers quickly so treatment to control vomiting 
may be needed. 

 

 

FIREWORK SEASON IS COMING 

 
We are now offering advice on ways to make 
your pet feel safe whilst we move into 
firework season. 

 
 
This includes the use of sedatives to calm 
the dogs and prevent the fear of noises 
getting worse, pheromones to make your pet 
feel more relaxed and noise phobia training 
techniques to de –sensitise them to the 
noise of fireworks and thunder. 
 

 Speak to our staff about Thunder 
shirts for dogs! They really help!!   
 

 Walk your dog before dark and keep 
cats shut indoors from dusk. 
 

 
 

 Make sure your pet is well fed before 
the fireworks start and it should make 
them feel more sleepy and content. 

 

 Carry on as per normal – don’t make 
a fuss of your pet as this activity 
reinforces their behaviour. 
 

 Keep all curtains and blinds closed 
with background noise such as a TV 
on. 

 

 You could make a comfy safe place 
for your pet to go, some choose 
behind the sofa or under a table. 
 

 
 

https://www.vets-now.com/2018/10/can-dogs-eat-mushrooms/
https://www.vets-now.com/2018/10/can-dogs-eat-mushrooms/
https://www.vets-now.com/2018/10/can-dogs-eat-mushrooms/
https://www.vets-now.com/pet-care-advice/dangers-of-conkers-for-dogs/
https://www.vets-now.com/pet-care-advice/dangers-of-conkers-for-dogs/
https://www.vets-now.com/pet-care-advice/dangers-of-conkers-for-dogs/


 

 

 

 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS 

We usually require 24 hours’ notice for dispensing prescriptions and providing written 

prescriptions. 

If you ring us by 10.30 am we will try to have the items ready for collection the same day.  

If possible, give longer notice to allow for items which may be out of stock   

Oathall Vets offer a 24 hour emergency service for our clients on our premises with our own 
vets and nurses. 

We have a fully equipped surgery where your pet will be treated by a vet they know and who knows them. 

 

TRICK OR TREAT  

Any time of year, consuming chocolate can be life 
threatening to pets, but the risks are greater around 

Halloween, when chocolate and sweets can be found just 
about everywhere.  

 

While it can be tempting to dress up your dog on 
Halloween. If your pet hates wearing costumes please 

don’t torture them. 

Parties and dressing up is one of the best parts of 
Halloween, but be aware that your pets may react to 

people in costumes and loud music. Also, certain Foods 
and Alcohol left around can be toxic to pets. 

 

With the change of season come environmental irritants 
and allergens that can make life miserable for anyone. 
Seasonal allergies can occur in pets just as they can in 
people. Dust, grass, and mould are common culprits. 

Trick or treat is great fun for children but if your dog is 
afraid with constant knocks on the door or barking mad at 

the doorbell ringing maybe place a sign outside asking 
people not to knock. 

 

 

LASER THERAPY 

The laser can be used for a number of purposes 
including: 

 

ACUTE CONDITIONS 
Wounds,  
Allergies,  
Infections,  

Inflammation,  
Tooth extraction pain relief,  

Strains,  
Sprains,  

Fractures,  
Post surgery pain relief. 

 

CHRONIC CONDITIONS 
Degenerative joint disease,  

Inflammatory bowel disease,  
Periodontal disease,  

Lick granulomas,  
Hip dysplasia.  

Acne,  
Tendonitis,  

Otitis  
Arthritis 

 
  

 
The laser works by speeding up the metabolism 

of damaged cells, increases lymphatic drainage, 

improves circulation and as a result provides 

relief from pain. It certainly seems to have a 

place in our Practice and we would like to see 

more of your lovely pets receive this treatment. 

It’s pain free and takes approximately 20 

minutes. 


